Counting The Omer

FR Otokletos

Shavu'ot, the Festival of Weeks, is the second of the three major pilgrimage festivals
with both historical and agricultural significance (the other two are (nleavened
Bread and Sukkot). Agriculturally, it commemorates the time when the first fruits of
the late Spring were harvested and brought to the Temple .. [Historically, it
celebrates the giving of the T orah at Mount Sinai, and is also known as (Chag
Matan T orateinu (the [Testival of the (Giving of Our T orah).

The period from Fassover to Shavu'ot is a time of great anticipation. \We count each
of the days from the carly Spring wave offering (Yom fJabikkurim [ irst [ruits) to
the day before Shavu'ot! ([Trst [ruits is the day which falls within the seven days of
“unleavened bread” ... the day atter the weekly Shabbat following [esach-Nisan 1)

T his counting of the omer equals 49 days or 7 full weeks, hence the name of the
festival-Shavurot. T he counting reminds us of the important connection between the
carly Spring [Teasts and Shavu'ot: |n Passover we were redeemed, in (nleavened
Pread we were liberated from bondage and separated from this temporal world, in
[First [ruits we were physically and mentally renewed ... but the giving of the T orah on
Shavu'ot rebirths us spiritually and serves as our indwelling by [HaRuach Kodesh

(Tl‘;e fﬂolg Spirit> wherein our hearts are circumcised in accordance with the Prit
(Chadasha Promises through Mashiach Yeshua.

So just as Yes%ua’s ta]midim/disciples were toget%er .. united in prayer and
supp]ications ... counting the omer awaiting Shavu’ot; so too do we eagerlg await the

coming of The SPirit on Shavu’ot bg lcaithxcung counting the omer!
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i’ nt-chan oo’ ct-man | 'kayeim
mitovat a-sef shel
s'firat ha-gmer

K'mio she-Fahov ba-torah

-8 fer-tem lo-chem
pi-ma-cho-rat ha-shabat

mi-yont ha-vi-a-cherm

et omer hatt'nu-fah

she-va sha-batot ' mimot

ti-h'ye-nah

ad mima-cho-rat ha-shabat hash~viit
tis-p"-ru cha-mi-shim yom
vhigrav-teim

nin-cha eha.da-shah ln-Adeona

baruch ola Adenai

Eloheint melech ha-plan
asher Kd'shani ¥'mitz-vo-tav

V'eld-vanu ol s firat ha-omer

Counting the Omer
Traditional Blessings

I am prepared and ready to do

the mitzvah of

counting the omer,

45 1t s watten in the Torah:

And you shall count for yourselves
from the day after the Sabbath,
from the day you bring

the omer as a wave-offering
sevencomplete weeks

there will be;

until the day after the seventh week
shall you count fifty days;

and you shall bring a

new meal-offering to Adonai.

Blessed are You, Adonai

our God, King of the universe,

Who sanctified us with His mitzvot
and commanded us to count the omer,
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{for the 2nd through the Tth weck)

Today is the day of the week of the omer.
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{for the 15t week)
Today is the day of the omer

VA The Mereiful One ka-a-tha-man

Trs=r

’ll? M’ 831 may He et o s R ya-cha-2ir lami

Tﬁ'ipnﬂ 3 ]'I'_ﬂl'_! the Tenpleservice  a-ro-dan beit ha-mik-dash
ADipD? ditsplce, B ko-uah

003 Al speedlyineardays.  bim-heiaehv'yameine
-"?E’ oY Amein Sebh amein, seigh

[itis tradition! toead Psalm 67 atthe conchusion of covating the omer ]



